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BOOK REVIEWS. 



The Law of Contracts, by William Herbert Page, of the Columbus, Ohio, Bar, 
Professor In the Ohio State University, author of Page on Wills. The W. H. 
Anderson Company, Cincinnati, O. : 1905. 

This work, so far as we know, is the most voluminous discussion of the 
law of contracts. Like many other recent valuable works it has been the 
outcome of the author's preparation of lectures for the class-room. Mr. 
Page takes up the original common law theory of contracts and discusses 
the gradual modification of that theory by the English courts in their at- 
tempt to adapt the law to changing conditions, and then discusses the still 
further transformation which has taken place in America. He brings out 
the divergence between the views of American and English courts and the 
limitations existing in this country upon the power of the legislatures as 
to the impairment of contracts. The first volume deals with the forma- 
tion of the contract; the second with its construction, and the third with 
its operation and discharge. The work has not been upon our shelves long 
enough for us to thoroughly test it, but we are impressed with the magni- 
tude of the work and its minute logical classification, which contributes 
so largely to the utility of any law book. We also observe that the author 
has made frequent use of leading Virginia decisions. Our first impression 
will be entirely reversed if Page on Contracts does not become one of the 
standard works. 



A Treatise on Equity Jurisprudence, as Administered in the United.States of 
America; Adapted for all the States, and to the Union of Legal and Equitable 
Remedies Under the Reformed Procedure By John Norton Pomeroy, LL, D. 
Third Edition, by John Norton Pomeroy, Jr., A. M., LL. B. In four volumes. 
Bancroft-Whitney Company, Law Publishers and Law Booksellers. San Fran- 
cisco: 1905. 

This work like the other extensive treaties reviewed in this issue is from 
the pen of a professor of law. John Norton Pomeroy, the senior, was pro- 
fessor in a California college when he gave to the profession his great work 
on equity jurisprudence, which has been accepted as authority for nearly 
a quarter of a century. Few authors have been so frequently quoted, or so 
implicity relied upon. His conclusions on debatable questions have in gen- 
eral been accepted by the courts. His son, John Norton Pomeroy, Jr., is 
the editor of the third edition of this noted work. The two volumes in 
which the original edition appeared has grown into four, and it is proposed 
to supplement the same by two additional volumes on Equitable Remedies. 
It is entirely useless to indulge in praise of a work which has so long been 
used by the bar. The editor of the third edition very wisely leaves intact 
the language used by his distinguished father, supplying, however, a large 
number of additional citations and treating such subjects as have grown 
into prominence since the publication of the original edition. 



